ESCOP Bud/Leg Committee 

Teleconference Minutes

1/16/04

1pm (CST)

Attendees: Darrell Nelson, LeRoy Daugherty, Eddie Gouge, C.Y. Hu, Tom Klindt, Kevin Kephart, John Ort, Tina Buch, Jim Jacobs

1. Roll call - Darrell Nelson

2. Update on the FFY 04 Budget

· The Board on Agriculture Assembly held a conference call earlier today (1/16/04).  

· When the senate reconvenes January 20, there is a good possibility of a filibuster on the Omnibus appropriations Bill containing the USDA appropriations.  

· A major effort will be made to invoke cloture.  If there is no cloture, there will be a continuing resolution, perhaps for the entire year.  

· There is a possibility of a supplemental bill for FFY 04.  

· The BRT is looking at the potential supplemental appropriations bill as an opportunity to restore cuts imposed by the omnibus spending bill.  

3. Status of FY 05

· The president will announce his budget February 2.  

· The B/L Committee will endorse any parts of the budget that are favorable to us, especially when it comes to retaining funding for core programs.  

· The BAC/BRT will analyzed the President's budget request and will advocate for increases in the following budget categories: 

1. Competitive Grants including NRI

2. Minority-serving Institutions

3. EFNEP

4. Restoration of cuts imposed in the Omnibus appropriations Bill.  

· The BRT will develop information packets to assist those within the NASULGC family who interact with members of congress.  It is anticipated that CARET will have sufficient information as they meet toward the end of February/early March.  

· The BRT is also working on Forestry funding in the Department of Interior, energy research funding in the DOE, and on the Department of Homeland Security appropriation.  

4. ESCOP priorities for FY 06 

· The B/L Committee was asked to rank a set of ESCOP priorities, gathered by Daryl Lund as of the last teleconference.  The ESCOP CAC recommended that a broader poll be taken, and therefore, the rankings were distributed to all SAES Directors.  Based on 29 responses from both BLC members and SAES Directors, the priorities were ranked in the following order: 

	Primary Category
	Rank
	Sub Category
	Rank

	Environment
	1
	Water
	1

	
	
	Invasive Species
	2

	
	
	Global Climate Change
	3

	Food and Health/Consumer Behavior
	2
	Obesity
	2

	
	
	Agricultural use of antibiotics
	3

	
	
	Food Safety
	1

	Genomics
	3
	Plant systems
	1

	
	
	Animal systems
	2

	Rural Community Vitality
	4
	Product-based agriculture
	2

	
	
	Land use policy
	1

	
	
	Entrepreneurship and Leadership
	3

	Homeland Security

	5
	Facility and personnel security
	1

	
	
	Energy security
	2

	
	
	Risk Assessment
	3

	
	
	Rapid Detection of Pathogens
	4

	Facilities
	6
	


· There was a suggestion for additional sub-categories under #5 (Homeland Security): Risk Assessment and Rapid Detection of Pathogens.  

· Darrell Nelson will bring these new sub-categories and recommended priorities to ESCOP at their next meeting.  The final recommendation of ESCOP will be forwarded to the BAC.  

5. Legislative action - Farm Bill Committees

· LeRoy Daugherty volunteered to be the official rep to the Farm Bill Committee (Jeff Armstrong is the chair).  

· LeRoy will also be the official ESCOP rep to the ECOP B/L Committee.  

6. Other

· Status of the Sun Grant Initiative: 

· The authorization language has been drafted, as well as an appropriations bill.  

· There was a suggestion that the BRT may be interested in working with this initiative.  

